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As chaimm of thc rclcvant s u b c o d l l c c  will! jurisdiction over the climate change issue, 
Schatfer has held numerous hearings on the issuc and continues to monitor developments closely. The 
following statement is from Rep. Dan Schaefet (R-CO), chairman of the House Commerce Committee 
Subcommittee on Entigy arid Puwer; 

"I am extremely cofieerned with the dircction current climate change negotiations seem to be 
taking. hfy concerns da not mean that I don't c u e  about the environment. I take my responsibility to 
protect rhe plmer for future generaIions very seriously. But I &IS0 want to make sure that the actions we 
are taking to proiect thc envirunrnent achieve demonstrable results. 

"Our subcamittee has had a number of oppprtunitles !o hear from Clinton Administtation 
witnesses on the rubjcct of globil climate change. However. the Administration hss never k e n  able to 
satisfy Cwnmittce Members [hat the Iresty obligations they are preparing to undertake will either jrnpcove 
the environmcnt or nor c a t m  undue harm LO the US. economy. 

"I beIieve that whateke: steps we take must bc flexiSIe and cost-effective. I too think it  is 
imponant that we develop a system that sends a long-term signal 10 industry so that it may have time to 
adapt. In fact, thcse are p o d  gods in my environmental context. - 

"Two years ago, rhe Administration agreed mat it would agree to legally binding greenhouse gas 
emission reductions in December 1997. It dj0 this no1 krlowin; the !eve1 of reductions i t  would be callled 
upon to make or the t ime franic in which it would have to make those deductions. The Administration has 
not yet told Congress or the American people to what extent any such agreemen: will impact the United 
States economy. With just s ix  i n b ~ i t h ~  to the Si$dIrig date, too many questions remaill unulswercrl. 

"It is my hope that the Adm~nrstrat~on wif? not sign a blank check and then leave it to other 
nations, with different natioilal interests, 10 fill in the blanks. I continue IO wai: for the Administration to 
tell me SpcCificdly what rhcy ue pIs>i>i!l$ Io prOpOSe so rhix w e  can dc:cminc for ourfielves if it is good 
for this country and thc globid cnvironrnznr. 

"If rht Administration 5as not completed its analysis 'md assessment a d  determined what level of 
emission reductions arc real iwd achlebable with adequate time for consultation with Congress, industry 
and labor it shouid not enter into any agreement. In addition, i! should not enter into m y  agreerncnt until 
we have worked out with the intemxiorjcl! octnniuniry rhe m e c h r i s m s  to implement i t .  I encourage thc 
Adtniri~stiation to maintain flexibility in the ntgntiatini; ~ I U C C S ' '  
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